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Zeus, an Eros, a Heracles, and four-horsed chariots, finally Indo-
Scythian coins from Afghanistan. At Miran, south of the Lop-Nor,
classical influence is yet more clearly visible and displays the
particular effect of Roman Asia Minor, Among the fragments of
frescoes brought from this region by Sir Aurel Stein may be noted
a Buddha followed by his monks which is in a purely Roman tradi-
tion, beardless 'angels' or genii, some winged some wingless,
in red mandes that recall the art of Pompeii, and figures also beard-
less and wearing on their heads the Phrygian cap which gives them
the appearance of Mithras. These frescoes, which belong to the
third century of our era, afford striking analogies with the painting
of Roman Syria and the Fayum of Imperial times. One of them
bears an inscription in Indian characters which gives the name of
the painter Tita, which may well be an indianized form of Titus.
II. THE CIVILIZATION OF THE STEPPES
Noteworthy as are the facts that have been described, it would
doubtless be rash to regard them as the dominating factor in
deciding what were the influences that counted for most in the
history of the relations between Asia and Europe in the period
under review.
Indeed, the lands between China and the Roman frontiers are,
above all, the meeting-point of two great streams of culture: on the
one hand the Sarmatian, certainly the stronger of the two, rising
near the Roman frontiers or, more exactly, from the regions
occupied by the nomad Goths, and on the other hand the Turko-
Mongol stream, rising near the frontiers of the Chinese Empire
or, more exactly, from around the modern Ordos in lands occupied
at that time by the eastern Hsiung-nu. The meeting of these two
streams, reinforced by tributaries which in the same way rose
either in the West or in the East, produced a kind of hybrid civili-
zation common, as it seems, to all the nomads between the
Roman Empire and China; and this, in fact, is an early symptom,
and a clear one, of that close intercourse between widely differing
peoples which has been suggested above, and which may be em-
phasized here.
To get a clear view of it, one should turn to this same central
region of Asia, not indeed to the settled Indo-European popula-
tion of the Tarim, which remained unaffected by the various nomad
civilizations, but to the Turko-Mongol peoples who frequented
the high pastures round or between the upper Irtysh and the
Tarbagatai Mountains on the one tand, and the upper Orkhon
and the northern bend of the Huang-ho on the other. It is here
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